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Sage Thrasher, Pitt Meadows, 3 May, 2018  ï see page 3. Photo by John Gordon. 
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Joan Nicholson came across this Greater Roadrunner  
on a golf course in Palm Springs, April 2018. 
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Merlin spotted by Sharon Godkin at 
Tanner Ridge, central Saanich.. 

Cover Photos 

John Gordon writes: 

Front Cover 
 ñI photographed this Sage Thrasher at Rannie Road and Koerner Rd in Pitt Meadows on May 3, 2018. It was one of two birds 
that hung around for a few days é. This was probably the fastest twitch I had ever been on. I arrived at the site but there was 
no one around so I went up on the dyke and the bird was sitting on the bush out in the open. I shot six frames before it moved 
farther along the dyke. I observed it for a few minutes before it flew off and fed along the pathwayé. 

 

Back Cover 
ñMay 2018 has been an incredible month for Metro Vancouver birders. This beautiful male Lapland Longspur was photo-
graphed on Iona's south jetty on May 14, 2018. The bird was found a few days earlier and reported on vanbcbirds and hung 
around throughout the weekend despite the hundreds of walkers, dogs and cyclists passing close by.ò 
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Presidentõs 

Message  
Mike McGrenere, President 

 
The Annual General Meeting and 
conference in Hope will be under-
way around the time that this issue 
of the newsmagazine is released. 
The AGM is the highlight event of 
the BCFO calendar providing oppor-
tunities to see some great birds on 
the field trips, reacquaint yourself 
with birding friends from other parts 
of the province, meet new members, 
and enjoy the hospitality offered by 
the Hope Golf and Country Club. 
The previous two AGMs held in 

Cranbrook and Tumbler Ridge had 
our largest attendance as well as ex-
cellent participation in the extension 
trips. The locations were about as 
far east and as far north as we could 
hold the AGMs. With that in mind, 

the choice of Hope for the 2018 
AGM seemed like a logical location 
to hold the event, being closer to the 
coast and to Vancouver Island. 
However, at the time of writing this 
message, registration for the Hope 
AGM/conference is about half of the 
attendance at the two previous 
events. And the extension trip to the 
Williams Lake area was cancelled 
because only a few people had 
signed up for the three-day trip. 
There appears to be a correlation 

with the attendance at our AGMs 
and the proximity of the AGM loca-
tion to Vancouver and Victoria. The 
Parksville AGM in 2005, the Sidney 
(2013) and Pemberton (2014) 
AGMs all had low attendance and 
the Hope AGM is following this pat-
tern. These locations are within a 
dayôs trip for Vancouver and/or Vic-
toria members and the familiarity of 
birds within this distance may not be 
as attractive to some members as the 
diversity of birds found in other are-
as of the province. Although the lo-
cation of next yearôs AGM has not 

been determined, it definitely ap-
pears that Interior BC and more nor-
therly areas are more attractive loca-
tions for the AGM for many of our 
members. 
I will be completing a two-year 

term and stepping down as President 
at the Hope AGM. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank all the 
dedicated volunteers who assist with 
the operation of the BCFO for their 
support and participation. These in-
clude both the Board and committee 
members, most of whose names are 
listed in the front pages of this 
newsmagazine. Please take the op-
portunity to recognize and thank 
them the next time you see them. 
I look forward to seeing the con-

ference attendees at this yearôs 
AGM and enjoying some quality 
birding in the Hope area. 

 

Below: A Black-winged Stilt spotted in 
the El Rocio area of southern Spain, 

March 2018. CNK photo. 
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Notes  

BCFO Directors Meetings 

BCFO Two-day Trips 
Directors have agreed to drop the $10 
charge for members attending BCFO 
two-day trips. The charge had proved 
something of an administrative nui-
sance, it did not serve a clear purpose, 
and attendance was felt to be a member 
benefit rather than a money-raiser. 

Conservation & Education Fund 
Directors recognized that most of their 
meeting time was inevitably taken up 
with operational matters, which left too 
little to focus on the best use of the 
Conservation and Education fund. As a 
result it was agreed that a proposal 
would be put to the AGM to create a 
senior committee whose role would be 
to promote the existence of the fund, 
actively seek out suitable funding op-
portunities, further develop policies for 
conservation/education expenditures, 
and ensure that funds are dispensed in 
an appropriate and timely fashion.  

Birds Records Committee 
The BRC had proposed opening a com-
petition to raise awareness of the correct  
steps to follow in making a Rare Bird 
Report. The boards endorsed this: de-
tails can be found on pages 6ï7. 
The sister publication to this news-

magazine, British Columbia Birds, Vol-
ume 28, has included a fifteen-page 
report from the Birds Records Commit-
tee ï the fifth report since the Commit-
tee was reinstated in 2013. Decisions 
were made on 68 records, and 56 were 
accepted. 

Visiting Arizona? 

Thor Manson has written to say that   
since he has moved to Arizona, he will 
no longer be able to participate in 
BCFO activities. However, he is now a 
volunteer with Tucson Audubon and  
Birdpal, and has already helped some 
BC birders on their trips to the area. He 
says he gets a lot of requests, but will 
always prioritize BC birders. 
If members would like help filling 

out their ABA lists in SE Arizona, he 
can be contacted at thorman-
son@live.com. 

Correct eBirding 

Chris Siddle distributed on bcintbird 
another useful note about correct eBird-
ing, which is worth repeating here. He 
pointed out that the ñStationaryò catego-
ry must be used to cover a specific peri-
od of sustained watching. Those of us 
that glance out of the window on and 
off through the day, and then add up the 
bits of time, are eBirding incorrectly. 
Full details, which include the use of 

the ñIncidentalò category for those 
glances, can be found at: 

 

help.ebird.org/customer/portal/
articles/2241206?t=400913 

 

Cats, Birds and Mice 

UNBC has received pilot funding to 
start a study in Prince George to test the 
effectiveness of Birds-be-safe cat 
collars. These collars work on the 
premise that birds see a lot more shades 
of colour than do rodents (which are 
technically colour blind), and so pro-
duce a warning to birds without 
reducing the ability of cats to catch 
mice. The collars are far from offensive; 
in fact some owners put them on their 
cats because they are fun and decora-
tive. 
See www.birdsbesafe.com for de-

tails of the product. 
 

 

BC Birding Editorial team 

This a belated introduction to Virginia Rasch, who goes through the draft of this 
newsmagazine with a magnifying glass (she would never allow a clich® like ñfine- 
tooth combò to slip past her) to keep errors and infelicities at bay. Virginia is a 
freelance editor and copy-editor, but gives her services for free to this publication.  
Virginia is not just an avid birder, but a naturalist in general, currently acting as 

Vice-President of BC Nature. Any members needing her editorial services for 
business purposes ï or perhaps if youôve a book in the offing ï are encouraged to 
contact her at virginiainbc@gmail.com. 

mailto:thormanson@live.com
mailto:thormanson@live.com
http://help.ebird.org/customer/portal/articles/2241206?t=400913
http://help.ebird.org/customer/portal/articles/2241206?t=400913
http://www.birdsbesafe.com
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George Clulow 

Win a Membership to 
BCFO 

The BCFO Bird Records Committee is 
looking for more reports of provincially 
rare birds. We know theyôre out there! 
To support this effort the BRC is 
announcing a new contest. Itôs very 
simple to enter; just follow the rules 
below: 

 

¶ Each fully-completed Rare Bird Re-
port Form submitted counts as one 
contest entry. 

¶ Reports from any time period are 
desired, but must be of species on 
the Review Listðsee bcfo.ca/review
-list ï or be wild birds new to the 
province. 

¶ Reports may not duplicate records 
already reviewed by the BRC (see 
website). 
 

Three prizes of a one-year membership 
may be won. The contest is open to both 
non-members and current members of 
BCFO. Note: you do not need to be the 
original finder of a bird to submit a 
report on it. 
The contest ends December 31, 

2018, when a random draw will be 
made for the three memberships from 
all eligible entries. 
Memberships won in the contest 

may be used to start a new one-year 
membership, extend an existing 
membership for one year, or be a 
renewal for one year. 
An example of a fully completed 

Rare Bird Report can be found at 
bcfo.ca/brc-contest-and-guide-to-taking
-field-notes. 

 
Remember, pictures are great and 
strongly encouraged, but so too are 
written descriptions. 

On Taking Field Notes 

Many birders dream of ñhitting the 
jackpotò: stumbling onto a mega-rarity, 

a bird so far out of range that nobody 
really expected one to show upðever. 
The perils of migrating and navigating 
long distances through often dangerous 
weather conditions makes birds prone to 
appearing suddenly in unexpected 
places. It is this thrill of discovery that 
motivates many birders. Documenting 
the occurrence of a rare or unusual bird, 
however, is an acquired skill, something 
that may not come naturally, but rather 
is learned as one becomes a better and 
more skilled birder. On the other hand, 
taking detailed field notes might seem 
too much like ñwork,ò squeezing the 
fun and joy out of our hobby. Here we 
provide a few thoughts on documenting 
a rare or unusual bird with the aim to 
keep this process in line with the rest of 
your birdingðfun! 
A digital existence, from birding 

apps and smartphones to social media 
and digital cameras, have revolutionized 
the documentation of rare birds. A large 
percentage of birders now carry some 

sort of digital camera when they go 
birding, be it a DSLR or a smartphone. 
Many rare birds are now documented 
with a photograph ï even ones hastily 
taken by holding a smartphone camera 
to oneôs binoculars. Moreover, smart-
phones in a pinch can be used to make 
reasonable field audio recordings, and 
voice memo apps can be used to dictate 
your notes without taking your eyes off 
the bird. But just because the 
technology exists, doesnôt mean that 
birders are utilizing it to its full 
potential, and doesnôt mean that 
ñclassicò field tools ï that of notebook 
and paper ï are any less relevant today. 
Looking back 30 years at previous 

rare bird reports itôs clear that much has 
changed. On one hand accompanying 
photos were almost as rare as the 
rarities they were documenting; on the 
other, written reports were detailed and 
at times exhaustive. Nowadays we have 
the reverse: almost all submitted 
documentation is supported with at least 

 Bird Records Committee Competition 

Is it Reportable? 
Should a bird seen previously in BC, such as this Indigo Bunting, be reported  to 
the BRC? If in doubt, check bcfo.ca/review-list. The Bunting is indeed one of the 
157 species included in the Review List. 
This Indigo Bunting was spotted by Anne Hogan on her deck in Prince George 

on May 2, and subsequently photographed by husband Bob Steventon. 

bcfo.ca/review-list
bcfo.ca/review-list
https://bcfo.ca/brc-contest-and-guide-to-taking-field-notes/
https://bcfo.ca/brc-contest-and-guide-to-taking-field-notes/
bcfo.ca/review-list
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one photo, but the written 
documentation is generally weak to 
practically non-existent. Many assume 
that a photo is sufficient evidence. 
Photos, however, do not tell the full 
story that only a detailed written report 
can. Is this decline in the written 
documentation of rare birds due to time 
constraints? Procrastination? Not 
knowing what, how, or more 
importantly, why? We assume the 
answer to be an amalgam of all these 
reasons. This is hardly surprising. After 
all, it can sometimes feel like ñall work 
and no play.ò 
Many decades ago, we came across 

James Fisher and Roger Tory Petersonôs 
ñthe note-taker field drill.ò We have not 
seen it in any on-line resource. This is a 
pity because it encapsulates all one 
needs to take good field notes. It had a 
huge influence on how we take field 
notes and we apply these skills today. 
Itôs easy to forget what you need to 

write down when youôre in the 
adrenalin-charged moment of 
discovering a rare bird. Did the bird 
have wingbars? Was the tail notched or 
rounded? Drat! I forgot to look at the 
tail! Here then are a couple of 
mnemonics to help you remember what 
you need to scribble down in your 
notebook (or dictate into your 
smartphone): ñWHICH IS IT?ò and ñDO 
IT!ò Run the drill before you look at a 
field guide. The idea is to get as much 
detail as possible before the bird 
disappears. These simple mnemonics 
will help you get it all down: 
 

WHICH IS IT? 
 

Where and when? Locality and date. 
 

Habitat: freshwater marsh, deciduous 
woodland, tidal flats, backyard feeding 
station, etc. 

 

Impression: What is the birdôs general 
appearance? Small-headed, big body? 
Long and skinny? Brightly coloured and 
gaudy or simply plain grey-brown all 
over? Just some general thoughts on 
what it looked like in a broad general 
sense. ñIt was all black with a yellow 
headò or ñIt was a streaky little brown 
jobò for example. 

 

Comparison: How big is it? Note this in 
relation to some well-known species, or 
better yet, compared to birds that are 
nearby for direct comparison. 

 

Habits: What was the birdôs behaviour? 
How did it move, fly, walk, patter, dive, 
feed? Did it probe in the mud or pick 
from the surface? Was it probing in the 
bark or gleaning from the underside of 
leaves? Describe anything and 
everything it was doing, by itself or 
during its interactions (if any) with 
other species. 

 

Identification flashes: These are field 
marks: distinctive patterns on head, 
wings, tail, body, flashes of colour or 
pattern that allow a bird to be identified. 

 

Sounds: Describe as best you can 
everything you heard. 

 

Important details: soft part details 
(shape and colour of the bill, eye colour, 
orbital ring, leg shape and colour). 

 

Tail and wings: describe their shapes, 
length, colour and patterns 
(identification flashes [i.e. field marks]), 
are often found here. 

 

This information will strengthen and 
support your identification. Additional 
details make for a more thorough and 
complete rare bird submission: 

 

DO IT! 

Distance: how far were you from the 
bird? 

 

Optics: list all optics you used 
(binoculars, spotting scope, camera, 
etc). 

 

Instant of observation: The time of day 
and duration of observation. Here 
include lighting conditions (sunny, 
overcast and direction of light relative 
to the observer and to the bird). You can 
also quickly note the weather 
conditions, again, in a general sense 
(rain, sun, snow, etc). 

 

Team: list all the observers who were 
with you, if relevant. 
 
These mnemonics can form a mental 
template for getting as much as possible 
immediately into your field notebook 
while youôre still looking at the bird. 
Donôt rely on memory. The order in 
which you describe the bird doesnôt 
really matter so long as itôs logical to 
you. The preferred method for some is 
to start with the general impression, 
then work into the details, beginning 
with the head, then moving on to 
describe the upperparts, underparts, 

wings and tail, then soft parts. The 
information that you obtain in the field 
while studying the birdðall of itð
become the foundation for oneôs Rare 
Bird Report submission. You include 
only what you saw and wrote down, not 
what you should have seen upon 
opening a field guide. Avoid the 
temptation to change something that 
you think you saw, or think you should 
have seen, only because you saw it 
mentioned in a book. The importance of 
describing the bird before looking at 
published references cannot be stressed 
enough. This is not the time when, 
having checked your trusty Sibley 
guide, you say to yourself: ñHmmmé
yeah. Come to think of it, that bird I 
saw did have a notched tail.ò 
Channelling biases such as these are all 
too easy to do, even when weôre not 
aware weôre doing it. 
Practise the WHICH IS IT? and DO 

IT! note-taking drill on common birds 
so that youôll be ready for when you 
find that Rustic Bunting. Itôs extremely 
important to learn the basic topography 
of a bird. Learn where the various 
feather tracts are and how together they 
form patterns of colour that are 
important to clinch an identification. All 
field guides have an introductory 
section where one can learn a birdôs 
topography. Knowing this will greatly 
facilitate note taking and provide a 
logical structure to describing a rare 
bird. After even a little practice, youôll 
be amazed at how quickly and 
accurately you can describe a bird. 
Forcing us to look more closely at birds 
improves our observational skills and 
adds an extra dimension of enjoyment 
to our birding. 

 
For further information about rare birds 
in British Columbia and their reporting, 
head to bcfo.ca and follow the BRC 
drop-down tab. 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Bridget Spencer and 
Isaac Nelson for winning places in the 
Long Point Bird Observatory Doug 
Tarry Young Ornithologists Award 
Program. There are just six places on 
this program for youth across Canada. 
Other young birders in the BCFO Young 
Birder program have previously won 
places: Liron Gerstman, Joshua Brown, 
Cole Gaerber and Logan Lalonde. 

bcfo.ca
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BCFO  

Two -day Trips  

Sunshine Coast 
September 15ï16, 2018 

Leaders 
Tony Greenfield & John Hodges. 

Registration 
Adrian Leather, 250-249-5561, q-
birds@xplornet.com 

Itinerary 
 

Saturday AM: Roberts Creek Jetty, Wil-
son Creek Estuary, Mission Point.  
Bag Lunch.  

 

Saturday PM: Porpoise Bay Provincial 
Park, Sechelt Marsh, The Shores. Tally-
up at Saffron Restaurant, 5755 Cowrie 
St, Sechelt. 604-740-0660. 

 

Sunday AM: Smugglers Cove, Sargeant 
Bay. Bag Lunch.  

 

Sunday PM: Mahan Trail in Gibsons. 
 

Note ï The itinerary may change due to 
tides, weather, and recent sightings. 

Expected Species 
The trip focus is on Fall migrants in-
cluding peeps, Pectoral Sandpiper, 
Long-billed Dowitcher, American Pipit, 
Vaux's Swift, Parasitic Jaeger, Wood 
Duck, and many more. 

Accommodation 
For overall convenience, the guides 
suggest: 

 

¶ Royal Reach Motel, 5758 Wharf Rd, 
Sechelt. 604-885-7844. 

Alternative accommodation: 
 

¶ The Driftwood Inn, 5454 Trail Ave, 
Sechelt. 604-885-5811. 

¶ Bayside Campground and RV Park, 
6040 Sechelt Inlet Rd. 604-885-
7444.  

Photos 
 

Above: One of the Spotted Owls at the 
Langley Northern Spotted Owl Breed-
ing  project. (John Gordon Photo) You 
can see live views of a growing chick 
through  the projectôs webcam at: 

 

 fwcp.ca/owlwebcam. 
 
Left: This Short-tailed Albatross  was 
photographed by Melisssa Hafting at 
Clayquot Canyon on March 24, 2018. 
Melissa with another dozen people had 
chartered a boat from Ocean Outfitters 
of Tofino with the intention of finding 
Parakeet Auklets. Finding three Short-
tails instead, along with 400 Black-
footed Albatrosses, was more than ade-
quate compensation. 

How the Trips Work 

BCFO two-day field trips are member
-led, but participants make their own 
arrangement for accommodation, 
food, and travel. 

 

¶ Day 1: all-day birding and then 
evening get together at a restaurant 
to recap the day and tally species. 

¶ Day 2: morning birding, afternoon 
optional birding. 
 

Carpooling is encouraged and will be 
arranged on the morning of Day 1. 

 

Register at least two weeks in ad-
vance. The leader will give specific 
details of when and where to meet. 

.  

Cost: No charge for members; $30 
charge for non-members to cover  
BCFO membership. 
 
For insurance reasons, all participants 
on BCFO field trips need to sign a 
waiver. 

fwcp.ca/owlwebcam

