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1 July 2015 
 
 
Dear B.C. Breeding Bird Atlas donors, volunteers, partners, supporters, and wider family: 
 
We are delighted and proud to present you with the first installment of the online publication of British 
Columbia’s very first Breeding Bird Atlas – the most comprehensive bilingual wildlife Atlas on the web! Take 
a moment or two to explore the website at www.birdatlas.bc.ca. We think you will enjoy this fabulous new 
conservation resource.  
 
Thank you most sincerely for your contribution. Whether you are a volunteer atlasser who spent days, 
weeks, or months in the field, a financial supporter who invested in the project to advance informed 
environmental decision-making, or one of the many in-kind contributors who helped on the ground or who 
saw the value-added in sharing your company’s information, we hope this first installment of the final 
product makes you proud of your investment. And thank you for your patience with the delay in publishing 
all texts as we adapt to the requirement to publish entirely bilingual products. Be assured that the data and 
maps are complete and final! 
 
The Atlas has greatly increased the information base for well over 60% of bird species breeding in the 
province, and is already making conservation impacts. Information is being applied to recovery planning and 
actions for Species at Risk, like critical habitat identification for Lewis’s Woodpecker and conservation 
easements for new Western Screech-Owl locations. Expect designations for several at-risk provincial species 
to change as a result of the new information generated. The Atlas dataset is among the most 
comprehensive in western Canada, informing species assessments by COSEWIC, the national body that 
determines Species at Risk status. We process approximately 100 requests a year for Atlas data, some for 
research into issues including climate change, and many to inform federal and provincial environmental 
impact assessments, and assist risk management under regulatory frameworks. With over 16,500 records of 
rare or sensitive species, the Atlas is a must-acquire database for any proposed development project. 
 
The authors and editors have made rough comparisons with the period prior to 1990-2001, when The Birds 
of British Columbia was published, and initial indications are that ranges of more than 65% of species are 
stable, while 25% are increasing and less than 10% are decreasing. Some of the stories in this first volume of 
species accounts include:  
 

- Contrasting fortunes for Peregrine and Prairie falcons: Peregrines continue to recover from the DDT 
era, but perhaps at the expense of Prairie Falcons, now down to just three nesting pairs in BC. 

- Long-billed Curlew, another at-risk species, appears to be doing very well and expanding 
significantly northwards in areas with mixed native grassland, hayfields, and alfalfa cultivation. 

- Trumpeter Swan populations continue to expand thanks to directed conservation management 
following near-extinction in 1935. 

- The first published breeding of Black-legged Kittiwake and Parasitic Jaeger in British Columbia, and 
the southernmost breeding locales in western North America for these far northern birds. The 
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kittiwakes are in an unprotected and potentially vulnerable site, the jaegers in the remote 
Tatshenshini-Alsek Provincial Wilderness Park, which may support several more new breeding 
species for British Columbia, more characteristic of the Alaskan arctic!  

- Conservation concerns for grebes breeding on southern interior lakes. Several species appear to be 
vacating former breeding sites perhaps now subject to higher disturbance or pollution. 

- Several ‘eastern’ species are expanding westward in northern and central British Columbia, 
including Broad-winged Hawk, White-breasted Nuthatch, and Ruby-throated Hummingbird. Expect 
more on this theme as the Atlas is completed. 

- The introduced “super-colonizer,” Eurasian Collared-Dove, has exploded across the province in the 
past decade in areas of suburban development and also agriculture. Its impacts are yet to be 
understood, but are not currently thought to be a serious concern. 

- Some birds of the warmer, drier southern interior valleys like Lazuli Bunting and Gray Catbird are 
pushing slowly north into central regions, and west into the rain shadow of the Coast Mountains. 

 
We will keep you updated as major batches of new bilingual texts are made ready. We’re excited to be 
making the final push to secure the resources necessary to finalize translation and publication. Should you 
wish to make a tax-deductible donation online to support this stage, please click here and select “Breeding 
Bird Atlas-BC.”  
 
Please enjoy this first “volume.” Thank you again for making this eagerly awaited, important conservation 
resource possible. 
 
With conservation in mind,  
 

 
 
Pete Davidson 
 
Managing Editor, Atlas of the Breeding Birds of British Columbia and Senior Advisor, Bird Studies Canada, on 
behalf of the B.C. Breeding Bird Atlas Steering Committee and editors 
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