
BCFO 2012 :: Extension Trip 

Northern Washington: Sagebrush, 
Pine and Oak 
June 3 – 6, 2012  Leader: Russell Cannings 

Sun, June 3rd Princeton to Omak 

After lunch (1:30 PM) we will depart Princeton and head south through the 
Similkameen Valley to the American border at Chopaka. Along the way we 
will stop in the fruit-growing community of Cawston to visit a nice local 
wetland with a mix of marsh and riparian specialties such as Cinnamon and 
Blue-winged Teals, Sora and Virginia Rails, Veery, Gray Catbird, and Yellow-
headed Blackbird. Further south along Hwy 3, we will scan some large 
hayfields for Long-billed Curlews and Bobolinks. As we near the border at 
Chopaka, a quick stop on the Canadian side will hopefully yield a few 
“Okanagan specialties” such as California Quail, Lewis’s Woodpecker, Say’s 
Phoebe, Lark Sparrow, Brewer’s Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, and if we’re lucky—Sage Thrasher. 

After passing through Customs, we will continue south into Washington, 
stopping to soak in the beautiful rural scenery of this dry country. More 
Okanogan species like Chukar, Canyon Wren, Rock Wren, and Bobolink will 
be our targets, before we reach Omak for the evening. 

  

Mon, June 4th Omak to Yakima 

Today we will rise early, to beat the heat and catch the peak of bird song. 
The Cameron Lake Road, just SE of Omak will occupy us for the morning, as 
we bird the Ponderosa Pine forest, in search of White-headed Woodpecker, 
Williamson’s Sapsucker, Gray Flycatcher, Clark’s Nutcracker, Pygmy 
Nuthatch, and Cassin’s Finch. The lower reaches of the road, clad with sage 
brush grasslands, should give us a good chance of finding a Sage Thrasher or 
two, along with the drab tyke with a big and buzzy voice—the Brewer’s 
Sparrow. 

After lunch we will continue southward, stopping in at Wilson Creek Marsh to 
try for the extremely local Tricolored Blackbird. An abundance of other 
wetland-loving species should also be in the area, including American Avocet 
and Black-necked Stilt. We will also keep our eyes directed skyward for 
grassland raptors such as Ferruginous Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk, and Prairie 
Falcon. If time permits, we will also visit a good site for Burrowing Owls just 
north of Yakima. 



Tonight we will be staying in the Yakima Valley. After dinner there will be an 
optional owling trip. Our top 3 targets will be Spotted (scarce but possible), 
Flammulated, and Western Screech-Owls. 

  

Tues, June 5th Yakima to Ephrata 

Another early morning will see us out in the grasslands and wetlands in the 
Toppenish area. In addition to Lark, Vesper, Brewer’s, and Grasshopper 
Sparrows, we also hope to add Sage Sparrow to our list, along with other 
open-country breeders like Loggerhead Shrike, Horned Lark, and Lazuli 
Bunting. Next we will head to the stately Garry Oaks of Fort Simcoe where 
we should see plenty of Lewis’s Woodpeckers, along with few southern 
specialties like Ash-throated Flycatcher and Western Scrub-Jay. 

After a good day’s birding, we will head back north to Ephrata, where we will 
spend the night. If people are still keen, a shorter owling trip might be an 
option. 

  

Wed, June 6th Ephrata to Princeton (or home) 
Today we will drive back to Princeton, stopping briefly along the way to clean 
up any species that may have been missed on the trip. If time permits, we’ll 
visit the jaw-dropping Grand Coulee Dam where both Western and Clark’s 
Grebe breed close-by. We should get into Princeton around lunch-time or 
shortly-there-after. Any car pool groups traveling back to the Lower Mainland 
may wish to travel alternate routes home including Interstate 90, Highway 2 
or the North Cascades Highway (20) through Washington, rather than back 
through Princeton. 

A registration form is available in the March 2012 issue of the newsletter or 
on this website. 

  


